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My first glimpse of the Alameda Japanese Grammar School 

was on a summer Sunday afternoon in 1910. My father and 

mother were seeing Ohba Sensei at 2311 Buena Vista Avenue 

for the purpose of enrolling me as a student in stg Eehool 
which was the nearest Japanese school to our house in East 
Oakland. 

More than seventy years have passed since that memorable day 

and my memory is now vague on many points but I am noping 

that with the collaboration of fellow alumni, some historical 
story of the Alameda Japanese Grammar School can be put on 
record oj the asa the 85th Anniversary of the Alameda 

| Japanese Methodist Episcopal Cuurch.. 

The Alamedà Japanese Grammar School was founded by the Japanese 
Methodist Chnrch on its premises in 1908 or thereabouts. There 
was also an appurtenant Kindergarten. The Alamede Public 

School System was in existence at the time but the Japanese 
language school was an-accredited full time school administered | 
entirely in Japanese. Arithmetie, reading and writing, composition, 
calligraphy, Japanese ethics, history and geography, Japanese 
songs and to top it all, one hour each day, from eleven to : 
noon was alloted for English reading and writing taught by 


an American woman teacher, Mrs. E. G. Smith. 


The curriculum of the Alameda Japanese School was usigawe 
in that it followed almost exactly the primary educational 
practices as found in any part of Japan under the guidance 
of the Japanese Ministry of Education. 

The teacher was invited from Japan to beach in this school. 
Official Japanese text bhoks were imported from Japan through 
the Aoki Taiseido Book Store in San Francisco. I might add 
that similar Japanese language Schools also existed in San 
Praneisto (Kinmon Gakuen, Mr. Sano, Principal) and also in 
Oakland. 

There may have been many reasons which led to the founding 
of the Alameda Japanese language school. The founders and 
many of the alumni have long departed from this world but 
frm re parente wanted their children to have the 
same education as given in Japan. It would also be useful a 
for communication and cultural understanding between children 
and parents: On the other hand, there were many parents who 
advocated giving total effort towards the American Public 
Schools.. According to their thinking, things Japanese were. 
unnecessary to become permanent American residents. So, there 
were two different schools of thought among the parents. In 
Alameda, I can say that practically every child of Japanese 


parentage attended the full time Japanese language school. 


first entered the Alameda Ja same —— 


As I recall it, when I 
Gram.ar School in the summer of 1910, a eur two 
classes above my class. The Japanese language schools existed 
as full day:time schools until the summer of 1916 and | 
continued as a part time school thereafter to comply with a 
new California State Law which prohibited the existence of 

all full time foreign language schools. AM children Soke 
were required to attend the American Public School for the 
full time. Consequently, the operation of the Alameda Japanese 
Grammar School was limited to the hours after the Public 
Schools were dismissed. Even before the State Law was enacted, 
the Sixth year graduates from the Japanese language school 
continued on to the Alameda Public Schools. By prior 
arrangement with the sende Haare od Education, the Japanese 
language school Sixth year graduates were placed in the High 
Fifth grade in the Public School. (Most graduates entered the 
Porter School) 


The Alameda Japanese Grammar School existed as a full time 
. Japanese langauge school only during an eight year period 


from about 1908 to 4946. Vnr. waa Wu sele Teacher men Ys Wheels ume 
A list of the names of students of the Alameda Japanese Grammmar 
School between 1908 and 1916 ha@e been made up with the 


valuable help and corraboration of former students and alumni. 
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 KAWAMURA, SHIZUTO 


YUSA, MINORU EARL - 


FUJII, EIKO 


(MRS. KINJI UTSUMI) 
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\ OHBA, MASAHARU (One man Teacher, Supervisor and Principal) 
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Mrs. E. G. Smith (English Teacher) 
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